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California NEA National Heritage Fellows

First Name Last Name Year | City Art Form
Brownie McGhee 1982 | Oakland Blues Guitarist/Singer
John Lee Hooker 1983 San . Blues Guitarist/Singer
Francisco
Luis Ortega 1986 | Paradise Hispanic-American Rawhide
Worker
Kansuma Fujima 1987 | Los Angeles | Japanese-American Dancer
José Gutiérrez 1989 Vera}cruz, Mex!cgn Ja_rocho
Mexico Musician/Singer
Richard Avedis | Hagopian 1989 | Visalia Armenian Oud Player
Natividad Cano 1990 | Fillmore Mexican-American Mariachi
Musican
Hoopa Native American Craftsman
George Blake 1991 Valley (Hupa-Yurok)
" " Cathedral Mexican-American
Eduardo "Lalo" | Guerrero 1991 City Singer/Guitarist/Composer
Khamvong Insixiengmai | 1991 | Fresno Southeast Asian Lao Singer
Gussie Wells 1991 | Oakland African-American Quilter
Arbie Williams 1991 | Oakland African-American Quilter
Francisco Aguabella 1992 | Los Angeles | Afro-Cuban Drummer
John Yoshio Naka 1992 | Whittier Bonsai Sculptor
Sosie Shizuye | Matsumoto 1994 | Los Angeles iﬂagsigfse Tea Ceremony
Lily Vorperian 1994 | Glendale Armenian (Marash-style)
Embroidery
Danongan Kalanduyan 1995 South_ San F|I|p|_n_o-Amer|can Kulintang
Francisco Musician
Charles Brown 1997 | Berkeley West Coast Blues Pianist &
Composer
Wen-yi Hua 1997 | Arcadia Chinese Kunqu Opera Singer
Ali Akbar Khan 1997 San North Indian Sarod Player &
Anselmo Raga Composer
Ulysses "Uly" Goode 1999 Western Mono Basketmaker
7 akir Hussain 1999 San North Indian Master Tabla
Anselmo Drummer
. Garcia
Felipe Villamil 2000 | Los Angeles | Afro-Cuban Drummer/Santero
Chris Strachwitz 2000 | El Cerrito Bess Lomax Hawes

For more information on NEA National Heritage Fellowships, visit www.arts.gov/honors/heritage.
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Seiichi Tanaka 2001 . Taiko Drummer Dojo Founder
Francisco
Crescent Tolowa Singer, Tradition
Loren Bommelyn 2002 City Bearer, Basketmaker
Jesus Arriada 2003 | Daley City Basque "Bertsolari" Poets
Johnny Curutchet 2003 Eouth_ San Basque "Bertsolari" Poets
rancisco
Carmencristina | Moreno 2003 | Fresno Bess Lomax Hawes
Manoochehr Sadeghi Sherman Persian Santour Player
2003
Oaks
Anjani Ambegaokar Diamond Kathak Dancer
2004 Bar
Herminia Albarran San Papel Picado (Paper Cutting)
2005 . !
Romero Francisco Artist
Violet de Cristoforo | 2007 | Salinas Haiku Poet
Agustin Lira Fresno Chicano Singer, Musician,
2007
Composer
Julia Parker 2007 | Midpines Kashia Pomo Basketmaker
Chitresh Das 2009 | San Rafael | Kathak Dancer, Choreographer
"Queen” Ida Guillory 2009 Daly City Zydeco Singer and Accordion
Player
Sophiline Shapiro Long Beach | Cambodian Classical Dancer,
2009
Cheam Choregrapher
Carlos de Oliveira Los Angeles | Pandeiro Player &
2011 S
Percussionist
Roy & PJ Hirabayashi | 2011 | San Jose Taiko Drum Leaders
Ramon Sanchez San Diego Chicano Musician & Culture
" " 2013
Chunky Bearer
Artemio Posadas 2016 | San Jose Master Huastecan Son
Musician and Advocate
Bounxeung Synanonh 2016 | Fresno Laotian Khaen Player
Marion Coleman Castro African-American Quilter
2018
Valley
Ofelia Esparza 2018 | Los Angeles | Chicana Altar Maker

For more information on NEA National Heritage Fellowships, visit www.arts.gov/honors/heritage.




